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Ash Wednesday

The First Day of Lent

February 25, 2009
Noon and 7:00 p.m. Divine Service, Setting Three
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Let the people offer prayer upon entering their pews, kneeling or bowing down.
In the Lord’s Name we greet you, praying that the Holy Spirit would bless your hearing of God’s Word with a lively trust in Him who died and rose for you, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Use the time prior to the service for silent preparation for worship.

· Visitors, consider prayerfully Trinity’s Confession of the Lord’s Supper on the pink bulletin insert.

· See front inside cover of LSB for prayers before and after the service, and before and after receiving the Sacrament.

· For self-examination before the service, consider the Christian Questions, pages 329, 330 in LSB.

· Prepare for the Liturgy by marking the pages and the hymns, reviewing the order of Service, and praying the Collect for the Day.

Please leave a record of your visit either in our guest book near the main door or on the guest side of the pink slip in your service folder.

Service Notes

The name Ash Wednesday is derived from the medieval custom of the penitents coming to the church on this day in sackcloth and with naked feet and throwing ashes over their heads when they had finished their prayers. (This external display of repentance shows forth what the Lord calls for in Joel: rend your hearts.) We do not earn forgiveness, but in secret we show our Father a new and contrite heart that really knows and “worthily” laments sins and earnestly seeks perfect remission and forgiveness. The whole teaching of this day is intended to insure the spiritual use of abstinence as an aid to devotional life and as a check upon worldliness and unspirituality.

Ashes, made from the burned palms used at the previous Palm Sunday, are a sign of the frailty of man (Genesis 3:19) and a token of our total dependence upon God. This is also confessed in the Christian Burial Service with the words, “...earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust.” Unless our Lord Jesus comes before we expire, those words will be spoken over us at our committal. By God’s grace we who believe in the Gospel are assured by God that we will not remain in our graves, but live forever in heaven.

Purple, a color that suggests somberness and sobriety, is the color for Ash Wednesday.

The Liturgy and practices also express this solemnity. During Lent the Gloria in Excelsis is not sung, wooden altarware replaces the brass, and flowers are not placed on the altar.
Divine Service, Setting Three

LSB, page 184
The Preparation
Stand

M
Dear brothers and sisters of our Lord Jesus Christ, on this day the Church begins a holy season of prayerful and penitential reflection. Our attention is especially directed to the holy sufferings and death of our Lord Jesus Christ.


From ancient times the season of Lent has been kept as a time of special devotion, self‑denial, and humble repentance born of a faithful heart that dwells confidently on His Word and draws from it life and hope.


Let us pray that our dear Father in heaven, for the sake of His beloved Son and in the power of His Holy Spirit, might richly bless this Lententide for us so that we may come to Easter with glad hearts and keep the feast in sincerity and truth.

Kneel

Silence for reflection

M
O Lord,

C
have mercy upon us.

M
O Christ,

C
have mercy upon us.

M
O Lord,

C
have mercy upon us.

M
O Christ,

C
hear us.

M
O God the Father, in heaven,

C
have mercy.
M
O God the Son, Redeemer of the world,

C
have mercy.

M
O God the Holy Spirit,
C
have mercy upon us.

M
Be gracious to us.

C
Spare us, good Lord.

M
Be gracious to us.

C
Help us, good Lord.

M
By the mystery of Your holy incarnation;


by Your holy nativity;


by Your baptism, fasting, and temptation;


by Your agony and bloody sweat;


by Your cross and Passion;


by Your precious death and burial;


by Your glorious resurrection and ascension;

and by the coming of the Holy Spirit, the


Comforter:

C
Help us, good Lord.

M
In all time of our tribulation;


in all time of our prosperity;


in the hour of death;


and in the day of judgment:

C
Help us, good Lord.

M
We poor sinners implore You

C
to hear us, O Lord.

M
To prosper the preaching of Your Word;


to bless our prayer and meditation;


to strengthen and preserve us in the true faith;


to give heart to our sorrow and strength to our



repentance:

C
We implore You to hear us, good Lord.

M
To draw all to Yourself; 


to bless those who are instructed in the faith;


to watch over and console the poor, the sick, the



distressed, the lonely, the forsaken, the abandoned, 



and all who stand in need of our prayers;


to give abundant blessing to all works of mercy;



and to have mercy on us all:

C
We implore You to hear us, good Lord.

M
To turn our hearts to You;


to turn the hearts of our enemies, persecutors, and



slanderers;


and graciously to hear our prayers:

C
We implore You to hear us, good Lord.

M
O Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God,

C
we implore You to hear us.

M
O Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin


of the world,

C
have mercy upon us.

M
O Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin


of the world,

C
have mercy upon us.

M
O Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,

C
grant us Your peace.

M
O Christ,

C
hear us.

M
O Lord,

C
have mercy upon us.


M
O Christ,

C
have mercy upon us.

M
O Lord,



C
have mercy upon us. Amen.
M
O God, You desire not the death of sinners, but rather that they turn from their wickedness and live. We implore You to have compassion on the frailty of our mortal nature, for we acknowledge that we are dust and to dust we shall return. Mercifully pardon our sins that we may obtain the promises You have laid up for those who are repentant; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C
Amen.

Imposition of Ashes

You will be directed by an usher to approach the communion rail. Psalm 90 may be read before and after the imposition of ashes. The minister applies the ashes to the forehead of each person with the words:

M
Remember that you are dust and to dust you shall return.


After the ashes have been applied, you return to your pew; there is no general dismissal. You may sit or kneel in meditation until all have received the ashes.

Confession and Absolution

Page 184

The Service of the word
Kyrie
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Collect for Ash Wednesday


We pray for sincere repentance.

Almighty and everlasting God, You despise nothing You have made and forgive the sins of all who are penitent. Create in us new and contrite hearts that lamenting our sins and acknowledging our wretchedness we may receive from You full pardon and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son.

Collect for Lent


We pray that God fixes our hearts on Christ.

Merciful and everlasting God, who did not spare Your only Son, but delivered Him up for us all that He might bear our sins upon the cross, grant that our hearts may be so fixed with steadfast faith in Him that we may not fear the power of any adversaries; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Old Testament Reading, Joel 2:12-19

The call to repentance is extended to all. We confess our sins, trusting in His unfailing mercy.

12”Yet even now,” declares the Lord, “return to Me with all your heart, with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; 13and rend your hearts and not your garments.” Return to the Lord, your God, for He is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love; and He relents over disaster. 14Who knows whether He will not turn and relent, and leave a blessing behind Him, a grain offering and a drink offering for the Lord your God?

15Blow the trumpet in Zion; consecrate a fast; call a solemn assembly; 16gather the people. Consecrate the congregation; assemble the elders; gather the children, even nursing infants. Let the bridegroom leave his room, and the bride her chamber. 17Between the vestibule and the altar let the priests, the ministers of the Lord, weep and say, “Spare Your people, O Lord, and make not Your heritage a reproach, a byword among the nations. Why should they say among the peoples, ‘Where is their God?’”

18Then the Lord became jealous for His land and had pity on His people. 19The Lord answered and said to His people, “Behold, I am sending to you grain, wine, and oil, and you will be satisfied; and I will no more make you a reproach among the nations.“

Gradual, Psalm 57

In the Gradual we plead for mercy because of our guilt, yet we also trust in the Easter Victory of our Lord’s Redemption.

Be merciful to me, O God, be merciful to me, for in You my soul takes refuge. He will send from heaven and save me; He will put to shame him who tramples on me.
Epistle, II Peter 1:2-11

By the power of the indwelling Christ we will avoid the corruption of this world and so we will be welcomed into His eternal kingdom.

2May grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord. 3His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of him who called us to his own glory and excellence, 4by which he has granted to us his precious and very great promises, so that through them you may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped from the corruption that is in the world because of sinful desire.

5For this very reason, make every effort to supplement your faith with virtue, and virtue with knowledge, 6and knowledge with self-control, and self-control with steadfastness, and steadfastness with godliness, 7and godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with love. 8For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they keep you from being ineffective or unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9For whoever lacks these qualities is so nearsighted that he is blind, having forgotten that he was cleansed from his former sins.

10Therefore, brothers, be all the more diligent to make your calling and election sure, for if you practice these qualities you will never fall. 11For in this way there will be richly provided for you an entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Tract, Psalm 103

In the Tract (the Tract substitutes for the Alleluia Verse during Lent) we plead for mercy because of our guilt. 

He does not deal with us according to our sins, nor repay us according to our iniquities. Do not remember against us our former iniquities; let Your compassion come speedily to meet us. Help us, O God of our salvation, for the glory of Your name.
Holy Gospel, Matthew 6:16-21


In the Gospel Christ speaks to us of inner repentance. He reveals our deepest sin: pride, which shows itself even in praying and fasting. We must no longer treasure the temporary gain of this life but treasure the eternal heavenly riches of Christ.

[Our Lord said:] 16”And when you fast, do not look gloomy like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces that their fasting may be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward. 17But when you fast, anoint your head and wash your face, 18that your fasting may not be seen by others but by your Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you.

19Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal, 20but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”


(ESV)
Nicene Creed
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Hymn of the Day
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The Sermon
Offertory
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Offering

The Prayer of the Church

P
. . .one God, now and forever.
C
Amen

Service of the Sacrament

Preface
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Proper Preface for Lent

The Church rejoices in the Lord who by His death has gained for us deliverance from sin. This deliverance we receive in the body and blood of Christ in the Holy Communion.

Who overcame the assaults of the devil and gave His life as a ransom for many that with cleansed hearts we might be prepared joyfully to celebrate the paschal feast in sincerity and truth.

Sanctus
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Lord’s Prayer
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Words of Our Lord
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Pax Domini

Agnus Dei
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Distribution
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Distribution Hymns
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Nunc Dimittis
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Thanksgiving
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Salutation & Benedicamus
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Benediction
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Celebrant: The Rev. Stewart Crown, Pastor

Vicar: Mr. David Solum 

Deacon: Vicar Solum

Organist: Marilyn Taddey

Music Director: Sally Winterstein
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